MARINERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FOR THE BAY AND RIVER DELAWARE
June 17, 2010
Maintenance and Improvement projects:
Horseshoe Range Rear and Range Front Lights: West Bay Construction of Linwood, N.J., completed the construction of both Range Front and Range Rear Lights in May and both lights were relit by May 28th by ANT Philadelphia. 
Baker Range: The structural condition of the range rear tower necessitates its reconstruction and relocation.  We are proposing to change the RF and RR characteristics to FG at night and FW during the day. Simultaneously, the submarine power cable will be removed and the range will be powered by solar arrays. URS Corp. has conducted geotechnical analysis and designed the replacement structures. The project has been submitted to and approved by Coast Guard Headquarters. The project, estimated at $3.7M, will compete for future year funding. 
Elbow of Cross Ledge Light: The Fifth District’s recommendation to convert the 375 mm lantern to a duplex Vega VLB 44-8 Tier LED lantern has been approved by Coast Guard Headquarters. This conversion will alleviate our reliance on a submarine power cable and to solarize the light. An operational range of 7 NM will be provided while the nominal range of the light will change from 15NM to 14NM. The red sector will be removed and the fog signal will be retained. We are planning to complete the conversion this summer.
Miah Maull Shoal Light:  We have completed designs to convert the optic in this light to a duplex Vega VLB 44 8-tier LED lantern, to remove the classical Fresnel lens and to remove the red sector. The horn and RACON will be retained. We expect to convert the optic this summer, concurrent with the conversion of Elbow of Cross Ledge Light. Conversion to solar power may also occur this summer but may not be completed until summer ’11, due to fabrication lead time. 
Cape May Inlet Range Rear Light: The light suffered a loss of power during the February nor’easter, following a long record of commercial power interruptions. We’re preparing to rebuild/relocate/solarize and change its characteristic this summer when CGC SLEDGE makes conducts its annual maintenance operations in the NJICW

Delaware Bay East Icebreaker Light (LL 2055) will be rebuilt and renamed to Delaware Bay East Icebreaker Light 2 this summer. The structure has suffered extensive damage and since it was last rebuilt has been serviced only by helicopter. Redesign and a slight relocation will allow the aid to be serviced by an ANT Cape May boat. SLEDGE is scheduled to complete this repair this summer.
Kinkora Lower RF Lt: In 2009 Kinkora Lower RR Lt was rebuilt. This year CGC SLEDGE will rebuild/relocate the RF Lt to align with the USACE defined centerline.
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Future AtoN Improvements

Delaware River and Bay Deepening Project: The Coast Guard preliminary estimate for improvements to the Delaware River and Bay buoy-marking scheme has increased to 
$3.7M.  This estimate will escalate as we examine range lights for continued suitability.  We met with the Pilots Association and the Corps of Engineers yesterday to confirm the new marking scheme and to “match pointers” with the Corps of Engineers so dredging/aid relocation/final marking can be coordinated with a minimum disruption to the waterway users. Our intent is to minimize “emergency” temporary relocations to an absolute minimum and to advertise in advance of any aid changes.
Preliminary design work has begun to replace Liston Range, Reedy Island Range and New Castle Range. Our entering parameters are to provide the intensities required to meet IALA and Coast Guard operating standards.
Kinkora Upper Range Front Light: Waste Management notified the Coast Guard in March that it intends to increase the height of scrap material placed around this light. After performing a range analysis, we determined that relocating the range front light into the water and retaining the existing range rear light in its current position is the only solution to accommodate Waste Management’s expansion plans and to provide a continuing range on the reach. Our plan is to accomplish this change this summer with CGC SLEDGE building the new range front light in the river.
Navigation Items of Interest
Offshore Renewable Energy Installations (OREIs): The Energy Policy Act of 2005 designated the Department of the Interior as the lead Federal agency for permitting and approval of OREIs on the OCS. DOI delegated the authority to the Minerals Management Service. The Coast Guard's role is as a cooperating agency under the National Environmental Policy Act and as such is limited to providing an evaluation of potential impacts of the proposed facility on the safety of navigation and the traditional uses of a waterway and other Coast Guard missions. Though the offshore waters are not normally within the purview of the MAC, we need access to the users of the offshore approaches to Delaware Bay and to coastal users so we can reasonably represent the “navigation and traditional uses” of coastal New Jersey and Delaware waters. Minerals Management Service has published a Request for Information in the Federal Register for an area east of the Delaware Bay entrance with a response closing date of June 25th. 
GPS interference tests: Mariners traversing Chesapeake Bay, Chesapeake Bay Entrance and the North Carolina Seacoast are advised that GPS interference tests will be conducted throughout the year near Patuxent River in Maryland, intermittently, Monday through 
Friday, and on the L2 frequency on the Upper Potomac River through July 2010.  The Joint Chiefs of Staff has proposed testing on L1 - 1575.42MHz, L2 - 1227.6MHz MARINERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE BAY AND RIVER DELAWARE, June 17, 2010 (cont’d)

frequency from 03 May 10 thru 30 Dec 10, 0800z-2300z each day. The Center Composite point of the proposed impact area is 38 15.7N 076 26.03W with an impact radius of 17 miles of center point. 72 hours prior to the beginning of tests, a Broadcast Notice to Mariners will be initiated. If a GPS anomaly is detected, mariners are advised to contact the Coast Guard Navigation Center which is crewed 7/24/365.
LORSTA Carolina Beach signal was disestablished on May 21, 2010, and except for some international rates, LORAN has ceased as an electronic aid to navigation.
Contact Information:
dGPS Navigation Information          (703) 313-5902         www.navcen.uscg.gov
Fifth District Local Notice to Mariners

          www.navcen.uscg.gov/lnm/d5/
AtoN Discrepancy reports:   Sector Delaware Bay:         215-271-4940, CH 16 VHF-FM
Items for publication in the Fifth District Local Notice to Mariners to: william.r.jones@uscg.mil.
Our address is: Commander (dpw)                   e-mail address: brian.l.dunn@uscg.mil
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