
MARINERS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
FOR THE BAY AND RIVER DELAWARE 

MEETING 
June 14, 2018 MINUTES 

 
The Regular Quarterly Meeting of the Mariners’ Advisory Committee for the Bay and River Delaware was held 
June 14, 2018 at the Ristorante La Veranda Philadelphia. Captain Stuart Griffin presided over the meeting.  The 
meeting was called to order at 1100 hours and there were 55 members, associates and interested parties in 
attendance.  
 
I. Welcome 
Captain Stuart Griffin welcomed members and guests to the meeting and reported that the Minutes from the 
March meeting have been posted on the MAC website. 
 
II. Reading of the Minutes 
Captain Michael Nesbitt moved that the reading of the March 2018 Minutes be dispensed with and be 
approved as is. Jean Cureton seconded.  All approved. 
 
III. Report of the Treasurer 
MAC Treasurer Rick Iuliucci reported a current balance of $11,013.23. 
 
IV. Membership Report 
On behalf of Membership Chairman, Captain John Gazzola, Captain Rick Iuliucci welcomed  
The following new members:  Advantage Engineers and Deepwater Wind. 
 
Captain Griffin announced and welcomed Robert Hintz of Genesis Marine as our guest today. 
 
V. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) 
Tim Rooney reported on the following distribution: 
 

Philadelphia District Corps of Engineers 
Project Status Update 

Mariners Advisory Committee for the Delaware River and Bay 
14 June 2018 

 
 
Delaware River, Philadelphia to Sea & Main Channel Deepening 
The Upper Reach B contract was awarded to Norfolk Dredging Company for $50 Million.  Norfolk Dredging Company has completed dredging for this season and 
demobilized their equipment.  
 
The upper Reach E contract was awarded to Dutra Dredging Company for $32.6 Million.  Current Schedule has Dutra Group completing dredging operations in the 
month of July 2018. 
 
Rock Removal portion of the Delaware River Deepening was awarded to Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Company (GLDD) for $91 million on 30 September 2015.  The 
Blasting Barge Apache completed the third blasting season.  The schedule for forth blasting is to be determined pending funding from Corps HQs and the local Cost 
Share Partner.  Recently announced Work Plan Funds of $14M have provided to the District to continue the Main Channel Deepening’s construction. 
 
This year’s annual maintenance dredging is scheduled for advertisement on 13July2018, Bid Opening 17August2018, Award Contract 7September2018 with Notice To 
Proceed (NTP) 21September2018.  This year’s maintenance will include removal of shoaling in New Castle, Deepwater Point, Cherry Island, and Marcus Hook Ranges.  
This year’s contract is going to include two (2) Options.  Option 1 is perform Wilmington Harbor dredging operations in January 2019.  Option 2 is for dredging 
operation in the southern half of Marcus Hook Anchorage to 45 +1ft allowable overdepth. 
 
Delaware River, Philadelphia to Trenton 
Other than channel exams there are no planned maintenance activities for this project. 
 
Wilmington Harbor  
A contract for maintenance dredging of both the 35-foot and 38-foot project channels and turning basin was advertised on 23 May 2018 with bids being accepted 26 
June 2018. The NTP for this work will be issued on or about 31 July 2018. The dredged material will be placed into the Pedricktown North disposal area.  



 
Salem River 
H&L Contracting completed the Salem River Contract to 16ft+.  This was accomplished through an extremely challenging winter season.  Salem River received 
$100,000 in Work Plan Funds.  The District is going to pursue utilizing one of the Government Owned Dredges to apply these funds directly to maintain critical edge 
shoals within the project. 
 
Schuylkill River 
Work Plan Funds have fully funded Base Bid and Option for the Schuylkill River Project.  The Government is planning to advertise the maintenance dredging contract 
for the 33ft Federal Channel this week.  The current schedule has Bid Opening on 17July2018, Award Contract on 7August2018 with NTP anticipated for 
28August2018 pending acceptable bids. 
 
Dredge McFarland 
The Government-owned Dredge McFarland has returned to the Fort Mifflin Docks on 13June2018.  The Dredge McFarland is scheduled to begin Delaware River 
dredging operations on 15June2018.  Current priority of the Dredging Orders have the Dredge McFarland performing maintenance dredging in Tinicum Range with 
placement of dredged material at Fort Mifflin’s CDFs.  The Dredge McFarland will perform around the clock maintenance dredging for the next two (2) weeks and is 
scheduled to complete the remaining thirty (30) training days for this fiscal year in the month of July.   
 
Following a discussion with ACOE’s Jeff McAlees and Tim Rooney, Captain Griffin alerted the MAC that the port community may 
need to be proactive in supporting the USACE Philadelphia District in its efforts to secure funding to make up a funding shortfall that 
could adversely impact the completion schedule of the main channel deepening project. 
 
VI. NOAA 
John Stepnowski, NOAA PORTS, reported on the following sensors: 
Ship John Shoal Light has limited access due to pier damage. Status: Making contact with the owner for repairs.  
Brandywine Light’s current meter was damaged in a storm.  Status: The gangway is just now walkable to the light.  
Brown Shoal Light current meter was also damaged in a storm.  Status: Being replaced in July. 
 
Rachel Medley, NOAA Charting, reported that the Delaware River has obtained CATZOC A classification for its survey data.  She 
added that the ACOE has named the Delaware River as the first body of water that has highest quality data encoded in the electronic 
navigation charts system.   
 
Katie Kirk, NOAA Oceanographer, lead for current meter survey reported on the following distribution: 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 



VII. USCG – DISTRICT 5  
 
Captain Kurt Clarke reported the following:  
 
Ice Season has concluded. 
   
Hurricane Season has begun. We just wrapped up a national hurricane season exercise with over 150,000 port players that spanned 
over a couple of days. 
 
We had a great coordination effort from the pilots, terminal operators and bridge owners to bring in two cranes.   
  
We now have a Very Large Crude Carrier, VLCC, lightering offshore and will soon be coming up the river.  These VLCCs are the size of 
aircraft carriers. 
 
We will be kicking off a Ports and Waterways Safety Assessment (PAWSA) event.  This event will involve 30 to 50 port players to 
focus on waterways usage and safety concerns in the event of a marine incident.  The event will incorporate the weather and ship 
traffic into the exercise scheduled for the end of September. 
 
Chris Scraba added that NOAA, ACOE and the USCG will also be involved in the PAWSA exercise. 
Chris reported on the following distribution. 
 

 
 

1. Marcus Hook Project: A/E Design completed 20 APR 17.  UPDATE. CEU anticipates awarding contract in July 2018 and site work is sked to start in SEP 
2018 after environmental closure period.  

2. Tinicum and Reedy RRL:  UPDATE. CEU awarded $390K contract on 15 DEC17. Maintenance and repair of this structure completed May 18.  (see pix)  
Reedy RRL A/E design Mar 17; bid bust in July 2017; UPDATE: Contract awarded MAR18 for 24 Oct 18 completion.  

3. Mid Atlantic Reg Planning Body(RPB)/MARCO and BOEM Updates:  
a. 5-6 Mar 18 BOEM’s Marine Transportation-Wind Energy Knowledge Exchange 
b. 29 Mar D5 Dpw met w/US Wind.  Jul 2018 75’ MET tower to be installed 17 NM off OC, MD 
c. 26 APR MCNS WG.    
d. 9 May NY Bight CFI Interagency TF Meeting NY/NJ D5 Dpw briefed nav safety concerns. 
e. 7 May: D5 Dpw met w/Deepwater Wind-Skipjack 8mw X 15.  R/Vsl to conduct both geo-physical and geo technical (boring) surveys during 

summer of 2018. Met Buoy 2019/2020. 
f. 21 May: USCG HQ CG-5PW sent letter to BOEM on Req for Feedback (attached)  
g. 2 Aug Mid Atl RPB/MARCO Public Mtg in Richmond, VA.  

 
4.  SEC DEL BAY: Port and Waterways Safety Assessment (PAWSA) Sept 2018. PAWSA will   provide risk assessment process to ID major waterway 

safety hazards, estimate risk levels, evaluate potential mitigation measures, and set the stage for implementing selected measures to reduce risks and 
work toward long-term solutions for dynamically changing deeper draft port.    
 

                                             TINICUM RANGE REAR LIGHT STRUCTURAL REPAIRS/REPAINT: $393k 

                                  
 
 
VIII. USCG – SECTOR DELAWARE BAY 
Lt. Kiley Relf announced the Anchor Management Working Group scheduled for July 12th. She asked if anyone is interested in 
attending to contact her- see distribution below: 
 



 
Mariners Advisory Committee (MAC) For the Bay & River Delaware 

Fifth Coast Guard District and Sector Delaware Bay 
 Waterways and Aids to Navigation Report for June 14 2018 

 
1. Hurricane Seasonal Alert 

a. On May 29th,  Hurricane Seasonal Alert was set for the Delaware Bay COTP zone 
b. We would like to remind all of our facilities, marinas and vessels to take adequate precautions and review the port 

contingency plan that is posted on our homeport page. 
 

2. Hurricane Exercise Cora   
a. May 3rd, CGD5 held a Hurricane exercise with over 250 participating agency components and 150,000 players. For 

the daily injects, SDB’s MSTRU held a daily call with participation from the Pilots, USACE, MARAD, NOAA & 
Philaport.  
 

3. Greenwich Terminal Crane Delivery  
a. On March 24th the M/V ZHEN HUA 16 transited the Delaware River and made passage under the Delaware 

Memorial Bridge and the Commodore Barry Bridge with two multi-million dollar post-Panamax cranes 
b. Two safety zones were established for the transit of the cranes, one was for the transit from the anchorage to the 

terminal and the second was for the time period the vessel was moored at Packer Ave Marine Terminal 
 

4. Delair Memorial Railroad Bridge Extension of Remote Operation 
a. On April 24th MSIB 23-18 for the Delair Drawbridge was released.  The CG has issued a temporary deviation 

authorizing the Delair Memorial Railroad Bridge to be remotely operated for an additional 6 months- Until October 
16, 2018.  

 
 

5. D5 held the Mid-Atlantic Maritime Commerce & Navigation Safety Webinar 
a. April 26th a webinar was held to discuss NOAA Ocean Predictions for the 2018 Hurricane Season & best practices 

for navigation safety within the port. 
 

6. PAWSA 
a. Ports and Waterways Safety Assessment will be conducted for the Sector Delaware Bay Area September 26-28. 

 
b. One of the missions of the PAWSA is to evaluate specific variables dealing with both waterway casualties and their 

consequences.   
c. Facilitated discussions on 6 specific areas: Conditions of vessels, amounts/ types of vessel traffic, local weather, 

waterway attributes (including ATON) and immediate on long term consequences as a result of a marine casualty.  
  

7. Anchorage Management Working Group 
a. July 12th 2:30-4:00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IX Unfinished Business 
 
Maryland Area- US Wind: Paul Rich reported on the following distribution: 
 

 
 
 
He added that by 2021, there will be 32 installations and an offshore substation. 
There was discussion about the installation having lights and being equipped with AIS or Raycon transmitters. Paul replied that he 
will get answers to both questions.  
 
Captain John R. O’Keeffe of Deepwater Wind made a presentation.  Here are some of the key slides. 
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Wind Energy Update 
BOEM Presentation by Arianna Baker: Discussion on “Request for Feedback” on BOEM’s Proposed Path  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 
Delair Railroad Bridge 
Captain Griffin reported that test deviation for the Delair Railroad Bridge has been extended until October 16, 2018 
 
Packer Crane Delivery 
Captain Griffin added that there will be additional cranes coming into the port in 2019 from China. 

 
X New Business 
 
Seabury Capital /Port of Wilmington’s privatization/expansion presentation by Patrick Bird and Ray Camarda 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
XI Open DIscussion 
 
We are looking at a new location for the next meeting. 
 
XII. Adjournment  
 
Captain Griffin announced the next meeting of the MAC is scheduled for September 13, 2018 @1100 hours. 
The meeting location has yet to be determined.  
 
With no further agenda items or discussion Juan Vernetti moved that the meeting be adjourned.   
Captain Michael Nesbitt seconded and all approved. The meeting was adjourned at 1334 hours 
 
 

Next meeting: September 13, 2018 at 1100 
Location to be announced 

 
 


